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All photos are from my collection, except where indicated.
Photos and captions are from left to right. Photos taken in
the Qixin Museum by permission.
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East gate of Chee Hsin Cement, which was built in 1906. An undated photo
reproduced from 7angshan Centennial, 2003, page 30.
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Chee Hsin Cement's headquarters on the corner of Rue de Takou and Rue De Verdun
in Tianjin's French Concession. It was built in 1913 and demolished in 2005 to widen
the Dagu Road North. Wikipedia photo.
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Chee Hsin Cement’s power plant. Undated photo, reproduced from 7angshan
Centennial, 2003, page 30.
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Qixin’s earliest cement machinery. Undated photo reproduced from 7angshan
Centennial, 2003, page 31.
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The following photos were taken inside the Qixin
Cement Museum.
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A replicate of the east gate, inside the museum. The
last fire of the factory was extinguished in 2008. After a
takeover, the sprawling compound became a modern
art museum in 2011,
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Under Zhou Xuexi's watch, Qixin expanded for a second time, to keep up with the
demand: The No. 6 and No. 7 cement kilns were purchased in 1922 from F.L. Smidth
Co. in Denmark. The power plant was equipped by AEG and Siemens, with their own
square (#1074) and hexagonal (#1071) ceramic floor tiles.

Tile #'s here and on the following few pages are from Qixin's Sample Book.
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Manufacturing the cement tiles in the
1940s. Reproduced from 7angshan
Centennial, 2003, page 33.
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Qixin Machinery Factory was initially
formed in 1910. In 1922, Zhou's son
in law, an MIT electrical engineer, was
hired as the manager and chief
engineer. He resigned three years
later due to overly conservative
management. Qixin Museum exhibit.
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As with all of their machinery, Qixin's
fleet of automobiles was modern too.
At top car was a 1929 Essex
(undated; with the driver). At bottom
car was a 1941 Ford, dated
November 1941.

Photos are courtesy of Mr. Ma
Lianzhu. Action and T Overturf from
Ford Forums helped to identify the
cars.
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Canceled Qixin stock and
dividend slips. The first
signee, Zhou Xuehui, was
the youngest brother of
Zhou Xuexi.
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A safe made by Cyrus Price
& Co. Ltd. in England.

F1%E[E Cyrus Price & Co.
Ltd. #1136 FA DR I 4.

Cantilever belt drill machine made in the
United States in 1932.

1932 #5771 2 S AR B 3
B

Photos on this page are from Qixin
Museum exhibit.

XTI R R B B A TR e .



Qixin cement was widely
known as the Horse
brandbecause of its logo.
Qixin Cement Museum,
2019.
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Zhou Shutao’s green iron
desk, Qixin Cement
Museum exhibit. He was
Zhou Xuexi's nephew and
an able entrepreneur who
succeeded Yuan Xinwu to
become the last
managing director, from
1945 to 1954, spanning
two regimes.

At the forefront of
eminent domain, he
signed off on Qixin to be a
state entity on September 22, 1954. Qixin’s ownership reform had a profound
reaction in the country. He was rewarded with government positions starting 1949.
Deng Xiaoping, shortly before his visit to the US in 1979, invited him and four other
capitalist-roaders for a hot pot meal, soliciting their opinions on ways to reform the
economy.
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The images on this page are courtesy of
Huang Zhigiang.
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Qixin Cement’s newspaper ads. Of the
bottom two, one was to commemorate the
second anniversary of WW Il victory in 1947
and the other was trademark renewal in
1948,
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Aerial photos of Tangshan, reproduced from Overlooking the Tangshan for Fifty
Years.
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Beijing 1976. At 3:41AM on the morning of July 28th, | was awakened by the shaking
of my bed and the rattling of cooking pans. A quarter of million people perished in the
1976 Tangshan earthquake, including my stepmother and Mr. Huang Zhigiang's
mother. The city was flattened. Qixin suffered some damages but resumed production
a month later. The top and lower left photos were taken a few months prior to the
earthquake. The lower right was after.
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Snapshots from Qixin
Cement Museum, 2019.
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The storage shed for
packaged cement, ready
to ship.
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No. 8 cement kiln, which
Chairman Mao had visited
on April 22, 1954,
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The foreground is a part of an old cement rr;()tor with the factory shed
background.
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The first three images on this page
courtesy of Mr. Huang Zhigiang.
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Chee Hsin Pottery’s logo. It was a branch
of Chee Hsin Cement, established in 1914,
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Mr. Liu Zishu, the manager of Qixin Cement
Shanghai, signed this two-page letter on
November 17, 1949, seeking payment
from China Cement Co.
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The third image: A Chee Hsin Pottery note
in 1936 to Yuan Xinwu. Yuan was the sixth
son of Yuan Shikai. His tenure at Qixin
lasted fifteen years, first as VP and from
1933 to 1945 as managing director.
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Chee Hsin Cement’s license, issued by
Minister Kong Xiangxi (Hsiang-hsi Kung)
Qixin Museum exhibit.
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A page from Qixin Pottery's Sample Book, reproduced from Qixin Museum.
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Qixin cement tiles in Beijing J& 77K Y8 Hufi% 7E
Jeat:

In my childhood home (left) which is identical
to Wuyi's (top right); lower right is pattern
#109 from the Sample Book. 723 ) LI I
ML A b —FE AT A
#109

Beijing, Mei Lanfang Memorial Hall,
2019. The insert is pattern #115 from
the Sample Book.
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Tiles salvaged from Grandaunt Lily's home.
According to Mr. Huang, these cement tiles
were one of Qixin’s earliest products and had
won a gold medal at San Francisco‘s 1915
World's Fair, 7he Panama—Pacific International
Exposition.
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Qixin tiles in Shanghai, on this and the next page.
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Shanghai Symphony Museum,
located at 3 Baoging Road in Xuhui
District. Courtesy of Mr. Hu Ping. This
storied house was built in the 1920s
by a German businessman. Qixin
ceramic tiles are found throughout
the property.
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The foyer of an old house on Yuyuan
Road with #108 cement tiles. It was
the setting of a popular TV series /
Will Find You a Better Homein 2020.
This 8,000 square foot house was
built in 1912 for a Citibank director. It
is now a B&B. Photo courtesy,
Shehouse with permission.
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The collages on this page are
from Ms. Feng Guoyin.
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This photo is from a home at 336
lianguo W Road in Xuhui District.
The trim was #171. The insert is
from Mr. Huang Zhigiang's
collection.
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#1009 tiles on the lower right
were identical to our homes in
Beijing; the trims was #171.
Trims were widely used in
Shanghai, as opposed to Beijing.
Top right is tile #110, trim
#106.
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The top right is #110. The tiles
with eight trapezoids in a
radiating pattern (lower middle)
tiles were #115, which was
popular and could be seen in
many homes, including Mei
Lanfang’s and Lily's in Beijing.
Lower left is tile #106, trim
#113 and corner #114.
EAEA110 S AR (R
) BERETER # 115 S E %,
& H A2 m 21—, 516
SO SR AR R
#106, ILREH113 K fRE#114.




The images on this page are from Tangshan, courtesy of Mr. Huang Zhigiang.
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The Chée H;in Cement office building in .

the 1976 earthquake.
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The flying horse was the symbol of Zhou
Xuexi's empire. This statue was erected in
1986 in front of the office building, which
was reinforced after the earthquake. The
horse and building were demolished
around 2013, making way for real estate
development. As of now, the plot sits idle.
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These tiles are from the demolished office
building. Mr. Haung rescued them from the
site around 2013 and are gifts from him.
The tile on the right was used in the power
plant, seen in the back-cover photo.
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The apartment building and
semi-attached houses on
Changde Road in Tianjin are
in the former British
Concession. It was built in
1937 and all the homes still
had plank floors when | lived
there after my mother’s
suicide in 1968 during the
Cultural Revolution. It was
named after my paternal
granduncle. The exterior’s
cement tiles were made by
Kailuan Mining
Administration, which
acquired the tile factory from
Qixin in 1932.
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The following two photos are from Mr. Huang Zhigiang.
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The former residence of Duan Qirui at 38 Anshan Road in Tianjin was paved with
many Qixin cement tiles. The Palace of Yogyakarta on Java Island in Indonesia used
Qixin cement tiles, #109 is in the photo.
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The controversial 5% Gold Loan 1912,

which was signed by Zhou Xuexi as Minister

of Finance. It had been initiated by Dr. Sun
Zhongshan and authorized by Yuan Shikai,

to pay the floating debt and for public

works.
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A one dollar banknote of the Industrial Bank of China. The bank was founded by Zhou
Xuexi in 1919 in Tianjin. The flying horse logo was similar to Qixin Cement’s. My
grandmother Popo’s uncle Liu Huizhi became the general manager of the bank after
its headquarters moved to Shanghai in April 1932 due to the unstable situation in the
north. The 1924 and 1935 issues were printed in the U.S. After WWI, one Chinese
yuan was roughly equal to US$1.25. Courtesy of Shanghai Archives.
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Some medals, from Qixin Museum.
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A bronze medal from 1904 Louisiana
Purchase Expo also known as St. Louis
World's Fair.
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A special award of Tianjin Domestic Products
Fair in 1929.

1929 SRR FRF T [ B2 W 2 p a2
.

. ¥
A gold medal from the Panama-Pacific International Expo held in San Francisco in
1915. The purpose of the Expo was to celebrate the Canal’s completion, but people
of the city used it to show their recovery from the 1906 earthquake.
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1934, Zhou Xuexi's 50t wedding anniversary. Zhou and his wife are seated. Behind
him are his nephews Zhou Shutao, Mingfan (second and third) and his oldest son,
Zhou Mingtai (first right). Photo courtesy of Zhou lingliang.
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Zhou Xuexi (middle) with his two brothers, Xuehui at far left and Xueyuan (father of
Mingfan) at far right. Photo courtesy of Dr. Alan Chow, Zhou Xuexi's grandson.
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Zhou Xuexi (standing, far right) in an undated photo with his literati friends from
Tianjin. Seated: Yu Keqin, Li Xuezeng, Mei Zhenying, Liu Chen and Huang Baogian;
and standing: Zhao Yuli, Yan Fansun, Yin Yan, Xu Shigang and Zhou Xuexi. Photo is
from "City Memories" of Tianjin Radio and Television Station.

JA S ER R R R SCN SR A T oa B, 22 8, RAIRA, XIS A
i RATTAL, YIS, FHEE, AR AR 2B IR OR B ORGSO
migfz) 47 H.

Zhou Mingtai (1896-1994),
Xuexi's first son, with his
family in Victoria Peak, Hong
Kong, circa 1950s. Dr. Alan
Chow, the oldest, stood next
to his father. b
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My 2015 visit to Uncle Alan Chow at his home in Huntsville, Alabama. With him are his
wife, sister and mother. I'm on the left. Zhou's family tree from his garage.

Uncle Alan was born in Tianjin and went to Hong Kong with his family in the 1950s. He
came to the US to attend college in 1963 on a Taiwan passport. He was a NASA
engineer.
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Dr. Alan Chow, with his grandfather
Zhou Xuexi's statues. At the Hebei
University of Technology, which Zhou
Xuexi founded in 1902, and below at
Beijing Waterworks (below), founded
in 1908.

Photos courtesy of Dr. Alan Chow.
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The following two photos were taken in 2016 on my trip to Dongzhi County in Anhui
Province, which was the birth place of Zhou Fu. The dam and gargoyles were made
with Qixin cement.
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According to Zhou
Xuexi's Chronicles, after
his retirement in 1924,
“... donated to repair
the cement dam, the
levees are not only for
the ancestral tombs but
also for the protection of
locals’ lands.”
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The path to Zhou Fu'’s
resting site at the foot of
the Mountain of Cloud
Pit, lined with ten pairs
of cement gargoyles.
These two pairs, civil
and military official
gargoyles, survived the
Cultural Revolution, but
most of the six animals which were closer to the entrance were destroyed. Zhou Xuexi
passed away at home on Tunjuan Hutong in Beijing, which was a mile northwest from
my home. He was buried at the hill, later renamed Babaoshan Revolutionary
Cemetery. After the Cultural Revolution, no trace of him could be found, not even the
headstone.
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My maternal great-grandfather Lii Jun (1879-1942) in an undated photo; his wife Sun
Qiong (1878-1954) with their three daughters, Lucy, Xiaomin and Lily.
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L{i Jun's funeral.
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My mother, her siblings and a
relative in front of a replica of their
grandfather’s car that would be
burnt as tribute at the funeral
ceremony.

The hired help played the funeral
music, marched in the procession
and cried ostentatiously on behalf of
the family.
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LG Jun's hand-drawn hearse
procession walking toward
his burial site at Wan'an
Cemetery. From Lucy's
collection.
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The family plot, with my great
grandparents, grandparents
and Nainai. During the
Cultural Revolution, the
damage was minor to what
was done to Zhou Xuexi's
gravesite. Only the granites
and the headstone were
removed to reinforce the
river banks. In 1980, we
rebuilt the site. The lower
photo was taken in 2011.
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The little child is my
mother at her home
on Tangfang Hutong,
which was one of
handful European
architectural designs
in Beijing.
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House of Yeye at Canzheng Hutong. With Yeye and Nainai. She was a finely trained
Shanghai sing-song girl (courtesan), and his most favorite and the last concubine.
Love, bathhouse and banquet-like culinary skills come to my mind when | think of her.
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(Canzheng Hutong's courtyard. Bath time! My mother recorded many such happy
moments. In this commentary, she wrote to my father: “She's in the bucket and has
loved bathing ever since she was young. She giggles when she splashes water all
around.” Thanks to the durable cement tiles. HESBEARIM K. Xk T! GigH
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The House of Popo, at Fruitbox Alley, circa 1958 with her children and their friends;
Milan (Lucy’s daughter), my mother and my aunt Xiaoyi in 1959. Courtesy of Xiaoyi.
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The House of Lucy. With my mother and
Popo, 1966.
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At the entrance of her house in 1979,
with my Popo. The old neighborhood
was destroyed, replaced by office
buildings.

HAEEEARIOBR T 1979. WER
RZHEPO—H.




The Houses of Xiaomin. Her mother-in-law
in the garden of her North Long Street
home; with her husband at the inner gate
of their Western Quadrangle home; the
same gate in 2019. The two black and
white photos are courtesy of Xu Ying.
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The front door of her Western Quadrangle
home in 2012. The photo shows the left
arm and leg of the man who sloshed a
bucket of water at me.
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The House of Lily, in 2012.
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The main wing's roof was
covered with weeds. Even
though it was vacant, some
garments could be seen
hanging in the courtyard.
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The spigot and its basin.
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The view from the entrance in the alley,
looking out to Taipinggiao Street and a
modern office building.
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